Salt-dependent folding of long duplex DNA by histone H1.
It is found that T4 phage DNA complexed with histone H1 assembled into a string-of-bead structure, when the complex is prepared by a gentle diluting procedure from a high salt solution (2 M NaCl) to a low salt solution (50 mM NaCl). We used fluorescence microscopy to perform the real-time observation on formation and motion of a string-of-bead structure. Spatial histone H1 distribution on the DNA-H1 complex is observed by immuno-fluorescence microscopy.